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Oral Sources: List of Interviewees 

 

The following 70 people were personally interviewed by the author between 2019 and 2022: they 
cover every period of Kearney’s life: from childhood, through the Marists, University of Natal, 
Diakonia and the Denis Hurley Centre.  The list includes people who knew him professionally and 
also personally. 

 Mostly, the interviews were conducted in person; however, in a few cases, they were via Zoom 
because of distance or COVID restrictions. Consent forms and contemporaneous notes from the 
interviews plus (in most cases) live recordings have been archived. 

Given that many of the interviewees were contemporaries of Kearney and so in their 80s, sadly a few 
of them have died since this research took place: we mourn their passing and commend their 
souls to the Lord.  (Their names are marked ꝉ) 

 

Aitken, Marilyn: 23 September 2020 in Howick (member of the Grail) 

Apelgren, Eric: 6 October 2020 in Durban (volunteer at Diakonia in 1980s and now local Government 
official) 

Argall, Jane: 8 October 2020 in Durban (librarian at Diakonia, co-editor with Kearney of 2018 book of 
+Hurley’s letters) 

Briard, Jacques: 17 January 2022 via Zoom (manager at Entraide et Fraternité, Belgium-based donor) 

Campbell, Alex: 18 January 2022 via Zoom (former Oblate priest originally from Durban) 

Cason, Fred and (ꝉ)Marylyn: 21 January 2022 via Zoom (co-workers at Diakonia) 

Ceruti, Ines: 8 April 2019 in Johannesburg (member of the Grail) 

Chikane, Frank: 14 September 2021 via Zoom (Secretary General of SACC 1987-94) 

Colussi, Mario: 13 and 16 October 2020 in Johannesburg (fellow Marist novice/ brother with 
Kearney) 

Coovadia, Jerry and Hamad, Zubie: 18 January 2022 in Durban (Struggle activists and husband and 
wife doctors) 

Cormick Dina: 21 December 2020 in Durban (freelance designer for Diakonia) 

Corcoran, Cathy: 24 January 2022 (CAFOD manager with responsibility for South Africa in 1980s/90s) 

Criticos, Costas: 4 September 2021 via Zoom (building consultant to both Diakonia in early 1990s and 
Denis Hurley Centre early 2010s) 

De la Croix, Berenice: 30 September and 9 October 2020 in Durban (personal friend in later years) 

Egan, Anthony: 16 October 2020 via Zoom (Jesuit priest and theologian) 

de Haas, Mary: 30 September 2020 in Durban (fellow activist and mother-in-law to Kearney’s niece 
Ursula) 

de Haas, Ursula: 27 October 2020 in Durban (daughter of Kearney’s younger brother Brian) 

Duval, Sydney: 5 January 2021 in Cape Town (Catholic activist, journalist and long-time friend) 
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Dziva, Doug: 15 March 2021 in Pietermaritzburg (Director of KZN Christian Council) 

Erwin, Alec: 19 August 2022 via Zoom (trade unionist; later Cabinet Minister 1996-2008) 

Franks, Vanessa: 2 October 2020 in Durban (Kearney’s secretary at Diakonia) 

Gandhi, Ela: 18 March 2021 in Durban (fellow founder of Gandhi Development Trust and Patron of 
Denis Hurley Centre) 

Gardner, Mary: 2 October 2020 in Pietermaritzburg (widow of Colin Gardner, Chair of Christian 
Institute) 

Goad, Daphne: 29 October 2020 in Durban (co-worker at Diakonia) 

Goemans, Loek: 15 October 2020 in Johannesburg (member of the Grail) 

Gounden, Vasu: 18 February 2022 in Durban (Executive Director of Accord from 1992) 

Graham, Paul: 13 October 2020 in Johannesburg (Methodist youth worker in 1980s)   

Hemson, Crispin: 10 March 2021 in Durban (Director of ICON at DUT) 

Hudson, Norman and Estelle: 18 September 2020 in Pinetown (Methodist Bishop Natal Coastal 1990-
1996 and onetime Chair of Diakonia, and his wife) 

Irvine, Colleen: 12 October 2020 in Johannesburg (personal friend and involved in Archdiocese of 
Durban Justice & Peace in the 1970s/80s) 

Irvine, Doug: 12 October 2020 in Johannesburg (personal friend, colleague at University of Natal, and 
Chair of Archdiocese of Durban Justice & Peace in the 1970s/80s) 

Joseph, Hester: 17 March 2021 in Durban (co-worker at Diakonia) 

Kaufmann, Larry: 12 Oct 2020 in Durban (Redemptorist priest and activist) 

Keane, Marie-Henry: 16 September 2021 via Zoom (Dominican sister and co-worker) 

Kearney, Sarah: 17 September 2020 (daughter of Kearney’s older brother Jack) 

Kerchhoff, Joan: 6 April 2022 in Pietermaritzburg (widow of Peter Kerchhoff, head of PACSA) 

Lindegger, Graham: 1 November 2020 in Pietermaritzburg (student at St David’s Inanda 1964-68) 

Linden, Ian: 10 September 2021 via Zoom (Manager at CIIR, UK-based donor) 

Mahomed, AV: 15 September 2020 in Durban (Chair of Jumma Masjid Trust and Patron of Denis 
Hurley Centre) 

Matthias, Julie: 20 November 2020 in Durban (secretary to +Hurley 1976-87 and secretary to Denis 
Hurley Centre Trust 2017-19) 

McCrindle, Tim: 15 October 2020 in Johannesburg (fellow Marist novice/ brother with Kearney) 

McKay, Anne: 21 October 2021 in Durban (communications officer at Diakonia) 

McKay, Priscilla: 18 September 2020 in Durban (fellow Catholic activist) 

(ꝉ)Mkame, Liz: 17 December 2020 in Pinetown (co-worker at Diakonia) 

Moore, Anne: 17 Oct 2020 in Johannesburg (member of Grail community) 

Moran, Brendan: 16 March 2021 in Durban (member of End Conscription Campaign) 
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Mvambo-Dandala, Nomabelu: 26 May 2022 in Durban (Kearney’s successor as Director of Diakonia 
2004-2020; sometime Patron of Denis Hurley Centre) 

(ꝉ)Nadal, Paul: 26 October 2020 in Durban (Catholic Monsignor, Vicar-General to +Hurley 1984-94, 
and Patron/ Trustee of Denis Hurley Centre)   

Napier, Wilfrid: 28 September 2020 in Durban (Catholic Archbishop of Durban 1992-2021 and 
Cardinal from 2001) 

Nicholson, Chris: 1 September 2021 in Durban (founder of Durban Legal Resources Centre, lawyer 
during 1985 detention trial; later high court judge) 

(ꝉ)Nolan, Albert: 18 Oct 2020 in Boksburg GP (Dominican priest and liberation theologian) 

Ntamubano, Jean-Marie: 14 September 2022 in Durban (manager of Denis Hurley Centre from 2015) 

Nuttall, Michael: 23 September 2020 in Howick (Anglican Bishop of Natal 1982-1999) 

Nyuswa, Mxolisi: 5 May 2022 via Zoom (Head of KwaZulu Regional Christian Council)   

Oliver, Di: 5 January 2021 in Cape Town (co-worker at Diakonia) 

Pearson, Peter-John: 12 April 2021 in Cape Town (Vicar-General of the Archdiocese of Cape Town; 
director of Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office) 

Phillip, Rubin: 25 May 2022 in Durban (Anglican Bishop of Natal 1999-2015; Patron and sometime 
Trustee of Denis Hurley Centre) 

Smith, Tim: 2 September 2021 via Zoom (former Jesuit Regional Superior) 

Snyman, Deon: 6 January 2021 in Malmesbury (Dutch Reformed Church Dominee and co-worker at 
Diakonia) 

Steele, Richard: 27 October 2020 in Durban (Conscientious Objector) 

Taylor, Peter: 1 February 2021 via Zoom (fellow Marist novice/ brother with Kearney) 

Thaw, Davine: 21 February 2022 in Durban (consultant to Diakonia and Denis Hurley Centre) 

Thompson, Illa: 28 September 2022 in Durban (member of End Conscription Campaign, PR 
consultant to Diakonia and Denis Hurley Centre) 

Tully, Stephen: 8 December 2020 in Durban (Catholic priest and co-founder of the Denis Hurley 
Centre) 

Verryn, Paul: 21 March 2021 in Johannesburg (activist and Methodist Bishop Central District 1997-
2009)   

Vinsen, Coral: 21 December 2020 in Durban (member of the Black Sash) 

Vorster, Mike: 16 March 2021 in Durban (co-worker at Diakonia from 1984, later Methodist Bishop 
Natal Coastal 2009-2018 and Patron of Denis Hurley Centre) 

Warmback, Andrew: 21 Oct 2020 in Durban (Anglican priest and co-worker at Diakonia) 

Yeats, Charles: 18 May 2022 via Zoom (Conscientious Objector) 

 

 

Attached is a copy of the interview guide that was used. 
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PROPOSED INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

 

Format: Semi-Structured Interview lasting approximately 60-90 mins  

(10 question areas x 6-9 minutes each) 

 

1. Briefly describe your relationship with Paddy Kearney.  When did you first meet?  
In what context? How long did you know him?  How well do you feel you knew 
him? 

2. How do you feel about the idea of research about Kearney’s life being conducted?  
To whom do you think this research would be of value?  What should be its key 
message? 

3. Focusing on each area of Kearney’s life when you knew him: 

i. In what ways did you see him working as an activist? 

ii. What do you think motivated his work as an activist? 

iii. Who were the main people who influenced him? 

iv. What written works do you recall him being influenced by? 

4. How would you describe Kearney’s relationship with South Africa?  With the 
Nationalist Government?  With the Struggle movement?  With the post-94 ANC 
Government?   

5. How would you describe Kearney’s relationship with Catholic Church?  Did this 
change over time?  How do you feel Kearney felt about his status as a lay man? 

6. In what ways do you feel Kearney changed over the time that you knew him? 

7. What recollection do you have of specific memorable incidents involving Kearney: 
for example in national meetings, diocesan meetings, academic circles, religious 
houses, parish groups, informal gatherings, political meetings? 

8. What do you feel Kearney would have been most proud of?  What would have 
most disappointed him? 

9. Did Kearney ever do something that really surprised you?  What and why? 

10. How would you characterise the differences (if any) between the public Kearney 
and the private Kearney?  Who do you think knew him best? 

 

 


